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Kindergarten Tribe of Reston Day

November 2009 News Letter 

Dear Kindergarten Tribe Parent Elders,

Ah, Ho! That’s “Hello” and “Goodbye” in one Native American language, and that’s what we’ve been greeting each other with for the month of November.  As your children may have mentioned, we climbed the Sacred Mountain (in the silo) to receive our own Animal and Action name.  The Native American animal spirits guided us.  We created a symbol for our name and had a special Naming Ceremony to make our Native American names official.  Each name has a very specific meaning, which the children have written about.  We made headdresses and Native American Shields to accompany us on our journey to visit other Native American Tribes.

We began our explorations by visiting the Hunters of the Plains and the Native American animals in this area.  We learned about tepees.  We tanned buffalo hides and wrote our story of the plains on it with Native American symbols and then shared our stories.  We painted sunsets and played the Native American Bowl Catch Game.  Each of our tribe members earned a feather for all of the hard work done in the Plains.  We moved on to the Southwestern Tribes and compared their pueblo homes to the tepees of the Plains.  We also compared animals and habitats.  We wrote and told Story Stick Stories, worked with clay and placed our personal arrows on our classroom sun in the same spirit as the legend told in the story Arrow to the Sun.  Feathers were earned by all.  We continued our explorations with the Northwest Coast Tribes. Once again the homes (long wooden houses) and animals were different.  We made totem poles and shared our totem pole stories with the brothers and sisters of our Kindergarten Tribe.  We played the Shell Dice game, a game of the Hupa people of Northern California.  Once again our tribe earned feathers.  The week of Thanksgiving we move on to the Eastern Woodlands Tribes where the first Thanksgiving was held.  We’ll find wigwams for homes as well as many familiar woodlands animals and once again, feathers will be presented to our tribe members for a job well done.  

We are working hard to get our Teddy Bears for Tots ready to go to Fair Oaks Hospital.  

Ms Carolyn purchased all of the material and notions needed for the bears using $35.00 of the pennies collected in October.  Our class collected $67.00 total for this project so we have $32.00 to donate to the Volunteer Office at Fair Oaks Hospital!  This week the Kindergartners traced the patterns onto the material of their choice.  The teachers cut the bears and will sew them together by machine next week and then the Kindergartners will stuff them.  The next step is to hand sew the bottom of the bears.  We could use a few parent volunteers to help with the hand work.  Please check with your teachers as soon as possible if you can help.  Once the hand sewing has been completed the Kindergartners will finish the project by attaching a felt heart bib with a ribbon and bow.  We can’t wait to deliver them to Fair Oaks Hospital in December.  Once a date is confirmed a permission form will be sent home for you to sign.  The children have been involved in every stage of our community project: collecting pennies, making the bears and delivery.  It has truly been a giving project our class can be proud of.  Thanks for your support.

December
The Hanukkah, Christmas and Kwanzaa holiday celebrations are arriving and the children are getting very excited.  As we move into our December curriculum, The Art of Giving and Acknowledging, we invite you to come in and share about how your family celebrates the holidays that occur during the winter.  This may be anything from what you do on Christmas morning to attending a Seder to celebrating Chinese New Year.  We have a sign-up calendar on the Parent Bulletin Board.  Our reporters will be ready to take notes and make illustrations once again!  Please keep a look out for articles in newspapers and magazines about people who are helping others, and send them to school with your child.  We will highlight all the good work that people can do that really makes a difference in the lives of others.  Our trip to Fair Oaks Hospital to deliver our Teddy Bears for Tots is just one example of the giving we plan to do this month.      

It’s time for our Flat Stanleys to come back from vacation and return to Kindergarten to be shared with the class.  We will use a US and World map to highlight all of the adventures.

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!  We’re looking forward to seeing you at the Parent/Teachers conferences when we return. 

Ah Ho! from the Kindergarten Tribe Elders
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