Kindergarten Newsletter

January 2009
Art of Giving 

Our December theme, the Art of Giving, began with lots of making and giving of holiday crafts, including a framed photo and a book of “helping” coupons.  We made a class list of Acts of Kindness, (giving, helping, sharing, taking care of, asking, acknowledging) and did our best to follow it.  We earned Kindness Cards and are filling our Kindness Jar with marble with each act of kindness we do for each other.  We hope to enjoy a fun filled Kindness Celebration in January as an acknowledgement for a job well done.

TEDDY BEARS FOR TOTS

Our Teddy Bears for Tots project was our Act of Kindness for our community.  We began in October by collecting pennies in our bear jar.  In November we purchased the materials needed with the pennies and then sewed, stuffed, and decorated our bears.  We will deliver the Teddy Bears to Fair Oaks Hospital’s volunteer office. They will give the bears to the sick children under their care.  We will also donate $20.00 to the Hospital’s Auxiliary to help defray the costs of maintaining their year round Teddy Bear for Tots Program. 

PARENT VISITORS SHARE AGAIN 
Several parents came in to share how they celebrated the holidays.  We reported on various traditions.  Thank you parents for your sharing Acts of Kindness.

FLAT STANLEY

Many of our Flat Stanley’s have returned from vacation.  They explored 3 countries (Canada, England and the USA) and 17or our 50 states (FL, SC, TN, NM, TX, LA, MS, AL, VA, IL, IA, GA, PA, NY, CA, AK, and even Puerto Rico). Our Flat Stanley’s showed off their travel souvenirs.  What fun! 

WORD BAG

Our word bags have continued to be a big success.  When your child reaches our goal of 50 words or more on their ring, you will be invited to write a special story for your child using the 50 words on the ring.  The teachers then type the story on the Storybook Weaver computer program.  Once typed, the child helps to illustrate it.  The finished product is then read to the whole class before the child gets to take it home to keep.  Can’t wait to see who will reach 50 words!

JUST A REMINDER

Winter Weather is really here so please make sure your Kindergartner comes to school with both a warm hat and mittens or gloves.  We go outside each day for at least ten minutes as long as it is above freezing.

Please make sure your kindergartner has a complete change of clothes in his/her backpack every day.  We do get wet and messy from time to time.  

NEW THEME: WORLD TRAVEL
We are traveling to six continents as we create our own World Traveler Magazine.  We are combining geography, science, foreign language, teamwork, literacy and math all into one adventure.  The children become artists, photographers, reporters and tourists.  Reporters learn to use a tape recorder to record interviews along with taking notes.  Photographers learn to use a camera as well as to find photos from magazines or on the computer that relate to a story.  The artists learn to provide illustrations that complement a story.  The tourists get to be interviewed and photographed for our World Travel Magazine.  Everyone has the opportunity to do each of these jobs during the course of our travels.  We are going to payday at the end of each continent visit.  All Kindergarten staff receives the same salary (.25) but the bonuses are determined by the amount and appropriateness of the work done.   The children’s pay will be kept at school in the class Bank.  After getting paid we open up the Duty Free Shop for our shopping pleasure.

PARENTS CAN HELP

We will travel to Europe, Asia, Australia, Africa, South America, and then return to North America (Herndon, Virginia, USA).  If you or someone you know has been to any of these continents we invite you to come in and share with our class.  Let us know so we can schedule you for the appropriate time.  Finally, we ask that you send $5.00 in cash to documenting his/her own travel experiences.  If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to ask.  Here is our tentative travel schedule:

Travel Preparations




Jan 3 to 13th
Europe






Jan 17 to 20

Asia 






Jan 23 to 27

Australia





Jan 30 to Feb 3

Africa






Feb 6 to 10

South America 




Feb 13 to 17 

North America (Herndon, VA, USA)


Feb 17 

100th DAY

We will be celebrating our 100th day of school around mid. February.  The exact date depends on how many snow days we experience between now and then!  We follow our Number Line to keep us on track.  More information will be sent home the beginning of February.

VALENTINES DAY

We will celebrate Valentines Day on February 14th regardless of what continent of the planet we are visiting.  A class list and more details will be sent home in February.  


Thank you for all your support.

The Kindergarten Team
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